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In order to promote applied renewable energy research and intercontinental scientific cooperation, the Africa-EU 
Renewable Energy Cooperation Programme (RECP), the Pan African University Institute for Water and Energy 
Sciences (including climate change) (PAUWES), and University of Abou Bekr Belkaïd Tlemcen jointly organised 
the first Africa-EU Symposium on Renewable Energy Research and Innovation. The Symposium took place from 8 
to 10 March 2016 in Tlemcen, Algeria, at the University of Abou Bekr Belkaïd Tlemcen. 135 international experts 
gathered, representing universities, research institutions, public sector, industry associations, and international 
organisations from 30 countries across Africa and Europe. With the diverse backgrounds of participants and 
interactive format, the symposium helped to connect ongoing research to real market needs, enable joint research 
projects and improve access for African representatives to available funding and support instruments. Through the 
support of the Scientific Committee listed below, 35 of the papers presented at the symposium have been carefully 
peer-reviewed and are published in this special edition of Energy Procedia. 
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1. Scientific and Organising Committees 
Conference Chair 
x Prof. Abdellatif Zerga, Director, Pan African University Institute of Water and Energy Sciences 
(PAUWES), Algeria  
Scientific Committee 
x Prof Benmansour Abdelhalim, Université Aboubekr Belkaid de Tlemcen, Algeria 
x Prof Venkata Ramayya Ancha, Jimma University, Ethiopia 
x Dr Ed Brown, Loughborough University, United Kingdom 
x Prof Thameur Chaibi, Deutsche Gesellschaft für Internationale Zusammenarbeit (GIZ) / PAUWES, Algeria 
x Prof Seladji Chakib, Université Aboubekr Belkaid de Tlemcen, Algeria 
x Dr Zivaye Chiguvare, Namibia University of Science and Technology, Namibia 
x Prof Emanuela Colombo, Politecnico di Milano, Italy 
x Prof Abdellah Khellaf, Centre de Développement des Energies Renouvelables, Algeria 
x Prof Izael Pereira Da Silva, Strathmore University, Kenya 
x Prof Daniel  Egbe, Johannes Kepler University Linz, Austria 
x Prof Thomas Hamacher, Technische Universität München, Germany 
x Dr Joseph Mutale, University of Manchester, United Kingdom 
x Prof Armando C. Oliveira, University of Porto, Portugal 
x Prof Marco Rupprich, Management Center Innsbruck (MCI), Austria 
x Prof Abdelilah Slaoui, University of Strasbourg, France 
x Dr Sandor Szabo, European Commission Joint Research Centre, Italy   
x Dr Daniel Yamegueu, International Institute for Water and Environmental Engineering (2iE), Burkina Faso 
Organising Committee 
x Niklas Hayek, Africa-EU Renewable Energy Cooperation Programme (RECP) 
x Dr Amazigh Dib, Université Aboubekr Belkaid de Tlemcen, Algeria  
x Dr Abbes Sebihi, Deutsche Gesellschaft für Internationale Zusammenarbeit (GIZ) / PAUWES, Algeria 
Guest Editor: 
x Dr Dirk Steuerwald 
2. Symposium Conclusions and Outcomes  
The symposium resulted in recommendations for research projects on renewable energy in Africa. Among others, 
these included the need for a people-centred approach to be applied in every research project on renewable energy in 
Africa, addressing the ultimate goal of providing sustainable, secure and affordable energy for all. Furthermore, the 
required close link between research and private sector was highlighted: Research should approach industry in its 
early stages to ensure its results are relevant and applicable where intended. More emphasis also needs to be given to 
the implementation of research findings, translating of science into practical and bankable solutions for renewable 
energy technologies in Africa. The symposium further concluded that challenges related to financing of renewable 
energy research in Africa can be overcome through joint research proposals with international partner institutions. 
Following the symposium, several new collaborations between participating institutions have already been 
established. The organising partners would like to thank all symposium participants for their contributions and 
remain committed to further promote applied research and scientific cooperation for sustainable energy in Africa.  
